A   POPULAR  PRACTITIONER
Young Pritchard, having taken his M.D., came up to
London—came, like John Lane, to try his luck. He
brought with him some sound medical knowledge and
the skill to use it, with a fund of indomitable courage,
invincible tenacity, but with mighty little money. Look-
ing about for a likely place to put up his plate, chance
led him to a certain house in Southwick Street. It was
already inhabited by a doctor, but it was in a deplorably
dilapidated condition, and the practice was virtually non-
existent. Pritchard saw possibilities in the place. He
took over the house, bought the goodwill of the 'prac-
tice' for a song, and then, with the few pounds remaining
to him, started to face the future. He worked like a
lion. The task was one to daunt the bravest. He
persevered with unwavering courage. At length his
skill and resolution began to tell. Little by little at
first, afterwards by leaps and bounds, he went ahead,
till at length he became one of the most successful and
most popular practitioners in the district.
It was in the early days, when the struggle, though
no longer desperate, was still severe, that Lane found his
way into PritcharcTs surgery at No. 37 Southwick
Street. He came to make known to the doctor that
his father and mother had started, in Bristol, a home
for the treatment of nervous and mental cases. Evil
days had come upon Farmer Lewis Lane* He had been
obliged to leave Hartland and had gone to Bristol, where
his wife, with the courage and practical good sense
with which she was so richly endowed, undertook with
singular success the management of the institution on
behalf of which Lane had come to Dr. Pritchard.
It appeared that Lane was on the look-out for lodgings
in better and more congenial surroundings. Pritchard
had an excellent room which he was willing to let. The
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